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#1


Uh-oh.  The British were in debt from the French and Indian War.  In order to pay back their debt, they started taxing colonists.  The Tea Act placed a tax on tea and limited the colonists access to tea.  Then came the Stamp Act which was a tax on all paper, stamps and legal documents.  After that, British Parliament passed the Townshend Acts which taxed glass and luxury items.  Colonists were angry – why? because they were not represented in Parliament.  


To protest these taxes, colonists began to boycott – they refused to buy taxed goods from Britain.  Some colonies, especially Massachusetts, were violent towards British tax collectors.  They smeared hot tar on their bodies (look at the picture) and covered them with feathers.

#2


The British were in a large amount of debt from the French and Indian War.  They did not have enough money to build housing for their troops.  As a result, they passed the Quartering Act which forced American colonists to keep (quarter) British soldiers in their homes.  They also had to feed the soldiers.


Times were hard on Americans, many were barely feeding their own families.  It was difficult to find room and food for another person.  Americans were also angry because they felt like the British soldiers were spying on them.  They couldn't understand why the redcoats were still in America long after the French and Indian War was over!  This law led to more and more conflict between Britain and America.
#3


March 5th, 1770.  Many people in the colonies could not understand why there were so many British soldiers still in America – the French and Indian War was over!  Americans felt it was time for the British troops to go home.  One cold night, the troops were dealing with a large, violent crowd of colonists.  The Americans were throwing snowballs at them and shouting “Go ahead, shoot us!”.  The British soldiers opened fire on the crowd of angry colonists.  What started as a snowball fight ended in 5 Americans dead.  The first to fall was Crispus Attucks, an African American freedman. The colonists called it a “massacre” and used it as evidence that the British were evil murderers.  More and more Americans wanted freedom from the rule of Britain.

#4


In the middle of the night, a Patriot group called the Sons of Liberty planned a protest against the Tea Act (a tax on tea).  They dressed as Indians and boarded a British tea boat and threw 45 tons of tea into Boston Harbor.  This event was called the Boston Tea Party.  


King George III was so angry about the damaged tea, he passed the Intolerable Acts to punish Boston.  The Intolerable Acts closed the port of Boston to any ships.  The British kept their navy in the harbor until the tea was paid for.  This law also ended colonial self-government – putting all power in the hands of the King and allowed extended the Quartering Act so that Boston would have to house and feed more British soldiers.  The people of Boston would have starved to death if it weren't for the other colonies sending them food and supplies.  Americans knew they would have to unite together to revolution!

#5


After the French and Indian War, Britain owed a lot of money (debt).  War is expensive – paying soldiers, ammunition, and transportation of troops across an ocean.  Britain wanted to make sure they wouldn't have to pay for another war like this again.  King George III decided to keep American colonists on the east side of the Appalachian Mountains.  That way they would not get into fights with Native Americans, and British soldiers would not have to defend them.


Americans were angry!  They felt like they had a right to move west – they had fought and died for this land.  Most of them ignored the law and moved west anyways using the Wilderness Road – a secret pathway through the mountains.  The British had no way to stop them!

#6

The economic practice of Mercantilism was a great source of anger for colonists.  Britain benefitted strongly by exporting expensive manufactured goods and forcing colonists to purchase them.  Colonists were forbidden from building factories to manufacture items, but instead could only export cheap raw materials such as lumber, cotton, indigo, wool, etc.

This led to a thriving British economy through what the colonists saw as exploitation (or feeling taken advantage of).

Britain would also pass Navigation Acts to forbid colonists from trading with other nations.
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