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Celebrate Freedom Week: The Roots of American Law and Government (Prezi Notes)
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Questions:

1. Why did King John sign the Magna Carta?
2. Why would the Magna Carta be considered a root of American Government?
3. The Virginia House of Burgesses established a representative government in the American Colonies.  What is the difference between a representative democracy and a direct democracy?
4. The Mayflower Compact was the first colonial document establishing self-government.  It also established ___________________________________.  Why do you think the Pilgrims had the freedom to govern themselves?
5. The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut was important for 2 reasons:  It was the first Written Constitution in the colonies, and it extended rights to _____________-goers and non-religious citizens alike.

6. In addition to the freedom from cruel and unusual punishment, the English Bill of Rights contained a provision that would be a key cause of the American Revolution.  What was that provision?
7. John Locke came up with the idea of unalienable rights.  What are unalienable rights?
8. Jefferson transposed Locke’s “Life, Liberty and Property” to “Life, Liberty, and the _________________  of _______________________.”  Why would it be phrased that way rather than just guaranteeing happiness?
9. Why is Freedom of the Press an important right for citizens to have?
10. Do you believe America has a free press today? Explain.

11. The Declaration of Independence was The United States of America’s first official document.  What precedent did it establish?

